OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

L T

Dear ‘r. Dodges

ihe inclosed draft of a proposed Bxmsoutive Order "anending
Executive Urder 10408, transferring the administration of the
portlon of the Trust Jarriiory of the Pacific Islands which
inaludes the Islandds of Tinian and Saipan from the Seavciary
of the Intorlor to the Searciary of the Fawy,” is forwarded with
the roquest that it be submitted to the President for his epproval
and signature,

Gueoulive (rder 10402 transforred the administration of that
portion of the Trupt Territory of the Pscific Islands which insl&%as
the islends of Tinian and Saipan from the Seeretary of the Inter
to the Seawetary of the Navy, effective Jamary 1, 1953. The |

| | purpose of ihe Inclosed draft Zwecutive Order is to inmglude the
§ ;mmmg lelande of the ﬁarﬁmm Harleanas in that transfor of
| administeation,

Approxiracely ©35 of the permansnt naiive population of the
Hoythorn Jarlane Islands resides on the $wo islands of Tinlan and
Saipan, In additlon, Sajpan is the adminietrative conier of the
sntirs district, 41l politieal, economic, wmediocul, eduveational
and eultural activiiiss operate aroun] Salpan as ths fooml point,

dith ibe trensfarring of adninietration of Saipan and Tinlan
to the Seorotary of the Havy, the remsining iglands of ihe Northewn
Harianas have booose a difficult proble: of effective and econonical
adninistration. Tie iHlgh Commissloner of the Trust lerritory has
recognized the problen anl has recommerded the transier of edmindio-
tratlon got forth in the accompanying proposed Executive Qrder.

The wm sontg of State and the Interdor Ly letters dated
Jamuary %, 1953, und Deeecber 30, 1932, respootively; to the
Searetary of the lavy concurrad in tids proposal. Corles of
thoso letiere are inclosed.

Sincerely vours,
SIGNED) RUGER KENT

ROGER KENT
General Counsol
Inologures
Henorsble Joseph ¥, Dodge
Direator

Bureau of 4he Budget
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